THE  REGENERATION OF  BRITAIN

Parliament and the United Nations are often sneered at as
mere talking-shops. But that is their real merit. It is the con-
tinual exchange of information and the interaction of ideas
which ultimately produces some sort of understanding. If we
think of communication in terms of shouting rather than listen-
ing, we throw away the greatest opportunity that it offers.
Worce still, if we all build up in our own countries a public
opinion based on a mythology so fragile that it cannot be
exposed to a blast of argument from outside we become
prisoners of our own failure. In a world where nuclear weapons
have created a powerful common interest in common solutions
for common problems, we still find that almost all the forces
controlling communications are based on the idea of a natural,
inevitable and permanent divergence of national interests. In
short, the dialogue has hardly begun.
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